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Democratic Candidate For Presi-

dent Tells ofHis Wav to Down
Bosses And Bossism in Ameri-

can Cities

WILSON ON BOSSES AND BOSSISM
The American boss is one of the most characteristic and inevit

able fruits of American politics.
Whatever the kind of bos there will be a boss.
We have got to have the irachlne under present conditions or

go put of politics. What troubles us is not that the machine con-
trols the action of the government so much as that we see shadowy
shapes behind the machine.

Gov. Woodrow Wilson, of New Jer-iTn- e explanation you can hang on your
Key, choice of the Democratic party wall if you choose if you will only take
for President of) the United States, is
Justly regarded as one of the progress-
ive political thinkers of the day. He
is an ardent: advocate of the commis-
sion form ..of government for cities.
In the following Interview in the New
York Sun, lie discusses at length the
misgovernment of American cities
and ' the . commission government as
a remedial, measure. Naturally, none
of the drawbacks of thfs form of gov-- !

ernment axe brought out, but it is a
lucid, exposition of the principles bv
a strong advocate. . Honolulu's civic

. problems ; are demanding attention
just now, and whether, or not ono
egrees with Gov. Wilson, the follow-
ing interview is of much interest

"Tbe hopes of America have been
disappointed In American city govern-
ment. There was atlme-yyo- u do not
have to be very old to remember it
when there was a. universal compla-
cency in America about om success In
matters of political ' organization.' No
American, would admit that anywhere
in the world there were, to be found
governments organized more success-
fully than v they -- werfc 1 organized In
America! ; J3u ,lre havp got over that ,

complacency. We have? had to admit
the , fact that most of thewejl-go- v
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the pains to buy a copy of that old
cartoon by Tom Nast which repre-
sented the Tweed ring In New York
as an actual circle of men, each with
his thumb to his neighbor, the title
of the picture beins "Twan't Me.' We
have invented or stumbled upon a
Twan't Me' system of government and
what we are In search of is a 'tis you
system of government.

"We can not fix responsibility be-

cause responsibility depends upon cer
tain things. It depends upon obvious-
ness In the process of government. It
depends upon intelligibility in its
methods. It . depends upon openness
In the counsels of

Of the machine and the boss Gov-

ernor .Wilson said:
"We want to unify In order ttfon-tro- l.

I, do not understand the rion-ins- r

of those persons who say that
cratlc. . do not know anything that
cratic. I do not kno wanythlng that
Is undemocratic, except that which
prevents the people from controlling.
And I stand , for the proposition that
anything that, secures control by pub
lic opinion Is fundamentally and radi-
cally democratic I do not have" to
argue that. It is too obvious.

"The machine is In one sense -- an
essentially unAmerican .thing, . inas- -

erned cities. of..theJvQrld arVjon the,.much as it WWi?1' V??
fhe.waterfandi yiat 'many "510 ?tv""h j T ' naturaliarst ' governed Htlcir.of the agree mai 'not

world are Ori tTWe'of the growth of American politics.- - We have
T- .y?:p ' ' got --td havelhtf machine under pres-- 1t

or go out of business. IMr av--n that thA nroblpm that we ent condition
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have seouwelVe U the problem do ot mearr-vjs- v
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GOY. WOODBOW 1VILS0JT, OF KEW JEESEY.
tinnnnunnnnnnnuunTtnnnixnnununnnnnnn to you responsible every
complicated piece" of machinery whose
single command shall bring order out
of chaos, whose united shall unify
and control the governments we have
set up.

t "The American boss is one of the
most: characteristic t'ahd inevitable
fruits ofi American politics. ;You can
not .put : out or business Jas your
governments are atpresent organized.-You- -

can-ge- t disgusted r with partic-
ular iboss, can put' that one

of business; onou can "see td itJut imore honest , or more in
J accord with voar i nrindntes takes his

vTe. flm-- e .noUbocti able,' tq geUthem. i Hatieiu-- m .utsld of this
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son ; Whys we have a special political or
fganlzation ttnd machineijf .In this conn
try ; which exists nowhere else. No--

vronmair-aoTO'- i rap aeSlgmng men WHO
luteiy necessary tnat snouid exist.
V5T0U have this problem jtherefore,
Are jgolno bbssyui gjfera.
ments or are you going to make It
necessary t'that somebody else shaujd
was thehi They "have "got to be su- -

tperintended, they haye got to beglyen
unity --.ano; coorainatiOA ox purpose

and the choice Is with us as. to the
teurce froiyi which these forces will

not stop with the machine. "What
troubles us '4S not that the machine
controls the Action of our government
so much as that we see shadowy
shapes behind the machine.

But when know that Ihese men
may be in the pay of those who are
working for, their own profit and spe
cial interest, and who do not care
peppercorn for the general interests of
society, know that the most danger- -
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but elected by majorities.
! Necessarily if one or two is elect
, ed he must be elected by a
a majority of those who vote.

(the New Jersey plan when there Is a
j rote on the adoption of commis-
sion of government least 30

cent, of the registered vott- - of
the city must vote in the affirmative

; in order to adopt it. We have; thus
. tried to avoid the domination of m-
inorities and make everything
I by the of

- "I am expounding a which ap- -
' plies to all of
litical life. The thing we are
for in city government we are
for in kind of government in
Amerrca. The ways of finding it are
not the same, the quest is the
same. Wj are for responsible
action intsponse not to special In-

terests or parts of public opinion,
but to the whole opinion of nation.
We to it the

of men. Tbie hu-
man race is not to be saved by a rem-
nant; the human race is not 'to be
saved by .a few instructed persons; "It

i is to be saved by the consciencee and
purposes of men. If you can
not carry the instinct of the
man with you then you have done
nothing to. Increase the. forces 'or to
enhance hopes of the nation.

"Some 207 cities in the United States
; have commission government
'and no citytthat has it,
so far as I has back to
the. old form. One may ask, there

more commission govern- -
concentration of organiza- -

. tioh? is more.-'That- ls

the beauty of it doein't have
to be more. We aay to the
five who are elected: The way the
g6vernment under you
is to us. The number of peo-
ple that are by. you is noth-- j
ing to us at The way you

j or reorganize your depart-
ment fa vour business hut wn r em--

ling hold 'tor

ybtf)

ous that could be bIt of it, and If It not work out,
set up has been set up In the United tnen we are 8lng to try
States. else, until we tlnd somebody who knows

"How do you explain it there hff to make it work.-- 4

is no poliUcs machines? How "Some of the cities in New
do the fact that safne -- were not particularly in their
men often, give both to the of but as soon
Democratic to the Republican ma-- 1 i those commissioners to worIc
ehbaes? WTiy itn goes. back to that Mt shown which citfirwere

true but cynical remark at- - hate; and there is the?recall Under
a. in our System of commlssion government

city, who aid There airft, no thereMsa great advantage'' ln'liaVlng
tn are not divided opportunity; to unde- -:

bv.nrinciDle.. thev arm hv brable commission.
v v ..,-j- Mf .i I have heard think:

"I want j-- to distinguish, . as try
to distinguish. In my own thoughts, be-- i

tween. . tbfrinachine .. . .. .
loss cunereni

things. is lltUe coterie
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Lauds New Method as Centraliz-
ing Power And Putting Respon-
sibility Squarely Up To Lo.cal
Officials f

WILSON ON
y:i

Some 207 cities in . the Uuited States have adopted tonunlssion
government and no citv that has ever adopted it, so far as I know,
has gone back to the old form. , i -

One may ask, is there nothing more to commission government
than concentration of There is nothing more. Ttitis the beauty of it.

Publicity added --to shared authority, to authority which is unified
without being put in one person, Is the key to the o

-

great city with a great teeming popu- -. combine to serve the Interests of a
Ution?' I don't see the point of that I one of them or if they do cod!question. What has the number of j they combine after a debate, at wh:
people got to do with it? ,U a gov j you have been the audience. Public
ernment less safe when it Is watched ' added to shared author! tv to author
by a million eyes, than when it U ' which is unified without belnsr put
watched by a . thousand eyes? he j one person, is the key to the sir.;
size or ,tne eity seems to me to have ' rication of government.'
oniy-tm- s to do with it. that it.will be
a much more severe tesU i You " will
have to try to get big men, and If they
don't succeed, you' must try again untl)
you have got the biggest men that you
have, and then think of the distinc-
tion which will come to a clty which
is governer by its best men. ;,
? Summing up. Governor Wilson said:

"Now," when v we come t to; ask h 6ur- -
selves what we" want in order to, ire-cu- re

what bur object, Is,
I hope I have sufficiently laid the foun-
dation to make it evident what the
building must; be. ' We lo unlfjf
in: order to controL i I do not under-
stand persons who say that unification,

is undemocratic. ; As I
have already - stated, nothing seems to
me undemocratic except - that , which
prevents the people from . controlling.
And" I ' for the proposition; that
anything that secures control for pub-li- e

opinions is and rad-
ically . democraUc.iv3v;''H".

"Why. not do what several Ameri-
can cities : tried, and :eoncentrate
all your power in one man the mayor?
For :, the very .'good reason that very
often it single' .man Jias too many am
bltlons to serve, and a single man does
not: debate: things.. with ' himself, out
loud. But, make It five or six men, or
a' dozen men, and 'unite 'themTtn au?
thoxlty. '

,
' Tbeycan . not :do s anything

iwiinout doing u iogetner. : Tney won t
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